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CIESCRISE T H E  PRESENT AND ORIGINAL IIF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

fY;-le:~'s dwell ing house i s  a  prodigious frame s t r u c t u r e ,  96 f e e t  i n  l e n g t h  and 46 
I ieei: deep. The gene ra l  impression conveyed by t h e  bui.lding i s  one o f  formali. ty,  

ever, pretensj.02, bu t  i n  s p i t e  of  i t s  gene ra l  Pal laZian o u t l i n e ,  t h e  house i s  not  
.Jrvoi.d of  c e r t a i n  provinc ia l i sms.  Although it has  not  been occupied f o r  some twenty 
years  and now has a d i l a p i d a t e d  appearance, t h e  house pre.serves n e a r l y  al.1 o f  it:s 
origina!. f a b r i c .  It a l s o  seems t o  be l ack ing  any s e r i o u s  s t r u c t u r a l  def ic ienc i .es .  
Fo mndern;zation.s have taken place;  t h e r e  i s  no plinbi.ng o r  e l ec t r i c i r ry .  

'File n ~ r t h  o r  mai.n f r o n t  is th2  most a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  e labora te .  Nine bays a c r o s s ,  
" .-:,? ....,. :-ic.->ay p r o ~ e c t i n g  pavi . l iohs 2.t e i t h c r  en6 anc! a s ingle-bay  p a v i l i o n  i n  t h e  
c e n t e r ,  g iv ink  t h e  house an E-shaped p lan ,  a l b e i t  t h e  pav i l ions  a r e  very  shal low 
. . . A l l  t h r e e  pav i l ions .  a r e  pedimented. On the  f i r s t  f l o o r  of the  c e n t e r  
p a v i l i o n  :Is a ehnllow recessed  porch, t h e  back v a i i  01 k h i c h ' i s  by a  c e n t r a l  
door viLh 1.unette and f l ank ing  narrow ,.rindoi.lo Kerning a Pa l l ad ian  mot iz .  A?! 1805 
. . :;ciiu~l. As$i.zance S o c i e t y  po l i cy  shows t h a t  a s l i g h t l y  pro,jec:tj.ng on=-:;tory porch 
sci?pcrted on fou r  pos t s  s h e l t e r e d  t h e  r e c e s s  a t  t h a t  time. Above t h c  porch is a 
s i a g l e  wide .c.rindow copped by a  l e s s  wide l u n e t t e .  A round wj.ndow is i n  t h e  tympanum 
0; rhe pediment, Modillion co rn ices  surround t h e  e n t i r e  kouse ss ,.<ell as  tile 
pediment. P r u j e c t i n g  from t h e  roof a r e  two square  chimney s t a c k s  which ar:: .ret~uilclings 

- .  cj: thz. cr::~.ar, it:sie r e c t a n g d a r  ones. 

w i  ,.I- r, ,L- .. . Ll l-. f r o n t  of t h e  house i s  a  c o n t i n u o ~ s  uribroken facade t ~ p p e d  by 2 hipped roof 

S i ; e l t e r i n &  t h s  c e n t e r  t h r e e  bays i s  n crude L t a l i a c a t e  porch supported on t o u r  c r o s s -  : 
skapad pos ts .  The porch appears  t o  be a mid-cioeteenth-centuvy add i t ion ;  Drady photo- 
h ta!<e:1 during t h e  C i v i l  War show tha t ,  j.L orig!.nn:il:; had a hrarke ted  coraice. ,  
t l a t  roof ,  and l a t t i c e  r a i l i n g .  The present: gah1.e roof wss added l a t r r  i r ,  t h e  cerririlry 
~o..rerinz t h e  door t h a t  l ed  onto  t h e  porc1.r roof .. A purch of roughly t h e  Sam(: dimensions 
cs  t .2i .s p$lrch is shown on t h e  1905 Mutual .'lsst!.rance E l i c y ;  i t  may be t h z t  somc of 
t h e  f r ~ ~ n i n g  me.nbers o f  t h i s  e a r l i e r  porch surv ive  i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e .  

T:he !ivuse i s  sheathed i n  beaded weatherboarding most of  which appears  t o  be o r i g i n a ? .  
The p r i r : c ipa l  f i r s t - f l o o r  wi.ndows throughout hare  nine-over-nine sash  and t h e  second- 
;;;or w;lii!ows liave s ix -ove r - s ix  sash .  The s ~ s h e s  and much o f  t h e i r  g l a s s  3 , r e o r i g i n a l .  
A l l  the  wi.ndor.rs were hung w i t h  louvred b l inds ;  some in poor cond i t ion  a r e  s t i l l  i n  
p lace  c n  t h e  6outh f r o n t .  

Faz lcy ' s  f i r s t - f l o o r  p lan  c o n s i s t s  of a  c e n t r a l  hall .  wi th  fou r  pi-incipal rooms along 
t;le no r th  s i d e .  These rooms a r e  en tered  from t h e  s0.1t11 through narrow l a t e r a l  pas- 

. . szg f s  :r.t%nci~i:g across  the  south  f r o n t  of 211e ilouse. fk each end of t h e  passagc:s a r e  
ne;irly ident ical .  dog-lei: s t a i z s .  The second-f laor  p lan  i s  s i m i 1 . a ~  except  t h a t  the! 
spacc above tile f i r s t - f l o o t '  c e n t r a l  h a l l  i s  clost-d o f f  and used as  a  s t o r a g e  room. 
Tire baseiiie~r!: is  excavated cnder t h e  end rooms but  not  i n  t h e  c e n t e r .  The f o u ~ ~ d a t i o n s  
a ,:- i. s t c 1 r 2 .  

,.,. 
i .~ ic  !;aoGwork throughout the  house i s  simple but  d i g n i f i e d  an3 to l lows har;icall! 
Crorgisi; p a t t e r n s .  The t r i m  i n  most of tllr roo:.ls inc ludes  a simple bascrhosrd, p?fiestnl- 
type c h a i r  r a i l ,  r.?,iced s ix-panel  doors and a Fede ra l - s ty l e  wooden mantel.  A l l  t i e  

m;!ntels a r e  s i m i l a r  i n  c h a r a c t e r  but  none i s  exac t ly  l i k e  ano the r .  The two s t a i r s  
;re simj.lar but  the  s c r o l l e d  b racke t s  of  each ,:dry s l i g h t l y .  Both s t a i r s  have tu rn rd  
column-type b a l u s t e r s ,  molded h a n d r a i l s ,  and colilmn-type newels. Tt:e most formal room 

( s e s  Continuat ion Sheet P2) 
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i n  t h e  house i s  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  corner  of  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  It has c r o s s e t t d  a r c h i t r a v e s  
on the  windows. The windows i n  t h e  c e n t e r  h a l l  and l a t e r a l  f i r s t - f l o o r  passages a r e  
t r eaced  s h n i l a r l y .  The p r i n c i p a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  adornment of  t h e  h a l l  c o n s i s t s  oE two 
se~newhat cu r ious  f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s  suppor t ing  s e c t i o n s  of  f u l l  e n t a b l a t u r e  i n  a  manner 
reminiscent  of i l l u s t r a t i o r S f o r  o rde r s  i n  e a r l y  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p a t t e r n  books. The west 
l ace rn1  passage can be c losed  o f f  from t h e  h a l l  by a  s e t  of  double doors  w i t h  a  transom 
above. 

The house is  s e t  i n  unusual ly  scen ic  r o l l i n g  farmlands wi th  t h e  Blue Ridge Mountains 
f o ~ a i n g  a  backdrop. The immediate acreage around t h e  house, however, i s  untended and 
has grown up i n  a  t h i c k  t a n g l e  of  woods. Kuins of  numerous ou tbu i ld ings  inc lud ing  a  
barn,  s l a v e  q u a r t e r ,  and smokehouse a r e  s c a t t e r e d  about the  proper ty ,  but only  one ou t -  
bu i ld ing ,  a  schoolhouse, l oca ted  d i r e c t l y  t o  the  e a s t  of t h e  main house s t ands  i n t a c t .  
T h i s  frame s t c u c t u r e  i s  q u i t e  formal,  having a  pedimented facade  wi th  an e l a b o r a t e  
en2rance. The en t r ance  f e a t u r e s  a  l u n e t t e  wi th  i n t e r s e c t i n g  t r a c e r y  and i n t r i c a t e  
Adnmesque d e t a i l i n g .  The bu i ld ing  i s  i n  poor s t r u c t u r a l  condi t ion .  

P l in s  a r e  beiag formulated t o  have the  proper ty  s o l d  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i l l i n g  t o  r e s t o r e  
i t .  

CCL 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
-. .ii:c. In iye  frame house on t h e  culpe$er  County e s t a t e  -Farley i s  one of t h e  l e a s t  known y e t  
most inposing of  ~ i r g i n i a ' s  important  group of  Federa l  mansions i n t h e  Piedmont sec t ion .  
During the  post-Revolut ionary per iodmany members of  V i r g i n i a ' s  landed f a m i l i e s  l e f t  t h e i r  
Tidei7ater p l a n t a t i o n s  and e s t a b l i s h e d  new s e a t s  i n  t h e  f e r t i l e  r o l l i n g  count rys ide  of 
~i 'edmont  and Northern Vi rg in i a .  There they  e r e c t e d  a  s e r i e s  of  handsome p l a n t a t i s n  c'well- 
ings ,  i3elmont, Oat lands ,  C a r t e r  B a l l ,  and Annefield ,among them. I n  1801 W i l l i a m  Chanipe 
Car ter  of t h e  ~ l b e m a r l e  County branch of  t h e  Car t e r  E m i l y  akquired a  t r a c t  of some 3,000 
acyzs nm,zd Sans Souci i n  Culpeper County from Robert Beverley o f  Blandf ie ld ,  Essex 
County. He renamed t h e  p rope r ty  F a r l e y  i n  honor of h i s  wife ,  Maria Byrd Fa r l ey  C a r t e r ,  
and almost i;m,ediately commenced c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  h i s  impressive res idence .  Claims have 
been glade t h a t  t h e  house Laas e r e c t e d  by Robert Beverley some yea r s  e a r l i e r  but  no ev i -  
clei~cc has come t o  l i g h t  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  such a  s t r u c t u r e  s tood on t h e  proper ty  p r i o r  
t o  C a r t e r ' s  ownership. 

The Car t e r s  l i v e d  we l l  a t  Fa r l ey ,  perhaps beyond t h e i r  means; s e v e r a l  s u i t s  were f i l e d  
aga ins t  c a r t e r ' s  e s t a t e  fol lowing h i s  dea th  i n  1834. An inventory  made i n  1837 a s  t h s  
r e s u l t  of t h e s e  s u i t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  house was r i c h l y  furn ished .  Among t h e  items 
l i s t e d  were some f i f ty - seven  c h a i r s ,  t e n  beds, a  piano, and a  thousand books. Also l i s t e d  
rvrre twenty s l aves .  The s u i t s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  proper ty  having t o  be s o l d  i n  1843 by 
C a r t e r ' s  widow and daughter ;  t h e  was William N. \,Tellford. 

L . i t t l e  i s  known about Wellford o t h e r  than t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he s o l d  Fa r l ey  i n  1863 t o  F rank l in  
F. Stearns .  S t ea rns  was a  self-made businessman born i n  Bennington, Vermont. He moved 
to Vi rg in i a  i n  1837 where he worked a s  a  quarryman i n  connect ion wi th  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of 
tfie James Kiver and Kanawha Canal. IXlring t h e  subsequent twenty-f ive year3 he gained such 
pos ts  as  a  d i r e c t o r  of s e v e r a l  r a i l r o a d  companies, t h e  cana l  company, and s e v e r a l  Richmond 
hanks. He a l s o  he ld  s e a t s  on t h e  Richmond Ci ty  Council and i n  t h e  V i r g i n i a  General A s -  
semb1.y. For a  whi le  he was t h e  l a r g e s t  land  p r o p r i e t e r  i n  t h e  s t a t e ;  h i s  holdings in-  
cluded trrio p r o p e r t i e s  c u r r e n t l y  l i s t e d  on t h e  National  Reg i s t e r  of  Hkstor ic  Places:  t h e  
S tearus  Bloclc i n  Kichmond and Ties  H i l l  P l a n t a t i o n  i n  Henrico County. 

Tile same year  t h a t  S t ea rns  bought Fa r l ey ,  t h e  house was used a s  headquar te rs  f o r  Union 
General 2 -0h~  Sedgewick a t  t h e  time of t h e  B a t t l e  of  Erandy S t a t i o n .  A f o r d  ac ross  t h e  
H a : d  River on the  Fa r l ey  proper ty  was used a s  a  c ross ing  f o r  Union horsemen i n  what was 
the  l a r g e s t  c a v a l r y  b a t t l e  ever  fought i n  t h e  Western Hemisphere. Photographs of t h e  
'nouse taken by Matthew Brady during t h i s  per iod  show Union o f f i c e r s  posing on t h e  south  
porch and t e n t s  on t h e  lawn. It i s  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  house a l s o  served  at; a f i e l d  h o s p i t a l  
f o r  both 'Jnion and Confederate wounded. 

Far ley  has  remained i n  tile ownership of the  S tea rns  family t o  t h e  p resen t  day. F rank l in  
Sccsi-1x3, Jr. rece ived  t h e  proper ty  a i  a  g i f t  from h i s  f a t h e r  i n  1871. The l a s t  person t o  
l i v e  ic t h e  house was Mis<I2mily P. S t e a r n s ,  a  daughter  of F rank l in  S tea rns ,  Jr. Forley 

has s tood unoccupied s i n c e  t h e  l a t e  1959 ' s .  CCL & MTP 
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VERBAL EOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The acreage c o m p r i s i n ~  t h e  proper ty  uf Fa r l ey  is contained wi th in  t h e  a rea  heginning a t  I 
a  po in t  l oca ted  a t  t h e  northwest corner  of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  Route 679 and secondary 
road (1.4 mi les  n o r t h e a s t  of  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  Routes 679 and 663); thence  extencliog 2600' 
no r theas t  along t h e  west  s i d e  of  Route 679; thence extending 800' westward, curv ing  along 
t r e e  l i n e ;  thence extending due west t o  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of  secondary road;  thence extending 
400' south  along s a i d  road; thence extending 2200' souttieastward along scuthern  t r i b u t a r y  
of Rnffans Run; thence extending southwestward t o  secondary road; thence fol lowing s a i d  
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I 
road southeastward t o  po in t  of  o r i g i n .  
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STATE CODE COUNTY C 0 3 E  i 
V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks C o m i s s i o n  S t a f f  

ORGANIZATION DATE 

I 
V i rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission October  1975 
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=STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION . 

i 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS 

NAr lONAL - STATE L LOCAL- I 
I 
I - I 

AS the desi!l;ated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public La,& 89-6651. 1 ! 
hereby nunllrlate this property for inclusion in the National Registei and certify that i t  has been evaluated according to t i ia ! f fvJ2 park Service. j I 
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